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Section I  
INTRODUCTION 

COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN ð BATH CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

 
 

òThe face of America is changing. Across the country, land is being developed 
faster than ever before: more than 2 million acres of open space is converted 
each year. No longer is there a clear distinction between urban and rural 
landscapes. Our metropolitan areas are expanding at an ever -changing rate 
into our  forests, farmlands, and greenspace. This accelerated consumption 
with its resulting fragmentation of open land is one of the most pressing 
conservation challenges facing our nation in the 21 st century.ó  (Lawrence A. 
Selzer ð President, The Conservation Fund) 
 
This comprehensive land use planning document for Bath Charter Township 
reviews the land use and demographic trends of previous decades, recommends 
numerous land use goals and policies for the next five years and beyond, and 
projects a physical vision as represented by the future land use ma p for the 
communityõs growth and development.  
 
The Comprehensive Development Plan for Bath Charter Township, as 
recommended by the Planning Commission, incorporates Smart Growth 
principles as proposed by the Smart Growth Network, the Michigan Planning 
Association, and many other state and national organizations concerned about 
the impacts of urban sprawl. The document also relies on such documents and 
activities as the Community Perception Study (2007), Township Image 
Development (MSU 2002), Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan (2008), Wetland 
Inventory (2007),  Park Lake Advisory Board Annual Report (2008), various land 
use and transportation studies of the Tri -County Regional Planning Commission, 
and many others. 
 
òSmart Growth is planning, designing, devel oping, and revitalizing 
communities to promote a sense of place, preserve natural and cultural 
resources, and equitably distribute the costs and benefits of development. 
Smart Growth enhances ecological integrity over the short and long term, and 
improves the quality of life by expanding the range of transportation, 
employment, and housing choices in a fiscally responsible manner. Compact, 
pedestrian oriented, mixed use development patterns, epitomize Smart 
Growth and achieve sustainable communities .ó (Michigan Planning Association) 
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Section II  

Comprehensive Plan Document Summary  

 
The Bath Charter Township Comprehensive Plan consists of several different 
sections all detailing different components related to Bath Charter Township. 
The document begins with the Background and Perspective Section, which 
provides the basic concept of land use planning as well as a brief history of 
Bath Charter Township.  
 
This is followed by the Profiles section, which provides specific details 
regarding Population, Housing, Economy, Natural Features, Community 
Facilities, and Transportation within the Township. Overall, Bath Charter 
Township had a population of 10,585 in 2005, a 29% increase from the year 
2000 when the population was only 7541. The largest percentage of the 
population is between the ages 35 and 44 and 74% of the households are 
òfamily householdsó according to the US Census 2000. 
 
In the year 2000, 88.6% of the housing units were owner occupied, a large 
majority being single family homes. A high number of housing  units have been 
built from 2000 -2005, 1773 units, comprising nearly 37.7% of the total housing 
units within the Township. Many of these housing units are multiple family 
developments located in the South west corner along Chandler Road. However, 
there are  still a number of older housing units, 6.8% built before 1939. Overall, 
the median housing value was $123,000 in 2000. 
 
The Economic Profile shows that the median household income for Bath Charter 
Township in 2000 was $53,881 with an unemployment rate of 2%, far below the 
Tri-County Regionõs unemployment rate of nearly 8%. Other profiles include the 
Existing Land Use Profile, which details the land use of the Townshipõs 23,351 
total acres. The Natural Features Profile highlights the soils, wetlands, 
floodp lains and lakes of Bath Charter Township. The Community Facilities 
Profile refers to municipal sewer and water, as well as Township owned parks. 
Finally, the Transportation Profile details the type of roads prevalent in Bath 
Township and the mileage of eac h. 
 
The next component of the comprehensive plan includes the Goals, Policies, 
and Objectives that are appropriate for Bath Township and its interaction with 
the surrounding region. It should be noted that the entirety of this section of 
the document sought to utilize Smart Growth Principles when determining the 
future of Bath Charter Township. The following is a list of ten principles of 
Smart Growth that were utilized in the development of the comprehensive 
plan.  
 
 
 



 

 
 

P
a

g
e3

 

 
TEN PRINCIPLES AND EXAMPLES FOR SMART GROWTH IN BATH TOWNSHIP 

 The following ten principles define the major characteristics for Smart Growth 
and summarize the major, compatible recommendations for Bath Charter 
Township.  

1.  Create a Shared Vision for the Futureéand Stick to It  

Emphasize Rural Character 
The vision of the Comprehensive Development Plan for Bath Charter 
Township builds on the previous recommendations of planning 
documents for the community. This vision continues the emphasis on 
rural character for the northern two -thirds of  the township, creates a 
sense of place with the further delineation of the Township Activity 
Center, and further refines the focus of residential and non -residential 
development and infrastructure investments along and south of the I -69 
Corridor.  
 

2.  Identif y and Sustain Green Infrastructure  

Preserve Existing Large Blocks of Open Space and Wetlands  
Green infrastructure is a communityõs system for strategically planned 
and managed natural resources, parks and open spaces, and habitats 
which maintain and enh ance the environment and contribute to health 
and quality of life. This planning document recognizes the existing 
blocks of huge amounts of acreage which are dedicated open spaces 
(Michigan State University, State of Michigan, Michigan Wildlife Habitat 
Foundation, and Park Lake to name a few) and attempts to create a 
future land use pattern which is compatible with and hopefully enhances 
those unique open spaces. Additionally, the Township has recently 
completed an extensive wetland inventory and will be im plementing a 
wetland regulation ordinance which will add further protection for these 
sensitive natural areas.  
 

3.  Remember that the Right Design in the Wrong Place is Not Smart 

Growth  

Emphasize Capital Improvements Planning, Township Activity Center, 
and Neighborhood Connection 
The Comprehensive Development Plan for Bath Charter Township 
proposes a future land use pattern and implementation tools which focus 
on the following three principles to determine the òright placeó for 
growth:  
A. Capital Improvements Pr ogramming ð Implement a capital 

improvements program which optimizes infrastructure investments 

and supports growth in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan.  
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B. Township Activity Center  ð Create a òsense of placeó and a focal 

point for community image by ado pting a strategy which encourages 

a dense mixture of residential, non -residential, and public land uses 

with a unified design theme north of the I -69/Webster Road 

Interchange.  

C. Neighborhood Connection and Walkability  ð Develop and implement a 

Sidewalk and Pedestrian Path Master Plan which connects 

neighborhoods to each other, neighborhoods to the Township Activity 

Center, and the community to the region.  

 

4.  Protect Environmental Systems and Conserve Resources  

Recommend Wetland Protection and Watershed Regulation Ordinances 
The Comprehensive Development Planõs Goals, Policies, and Objectives 
Section contains recommendations to utilize wetland inventory data to 
create a wetland regulation as mentioned previously, research and 
determine the feasibility of adopting the first local watershed regulation 
in the State of Michigan, review by the Planning Commission of existing 
land use regulations to determine better development review methods 
which protect and enhance natural resources, and plan and implement 
public water and sewer infrastructure which are cost effective and 
matches the future land use pattern proposed in the plan.  
 

5.  Provide Diverse Housing Types and Opportunities  

Township Activity Center, Marsh Road/I -69 Interchange 
The existing and future land  use pattern, as described within this 
document, recommends a wide range of residential densities and 
housing types to accommodate the diverse demographic demand for 
living space. The Township Activity Center provides for small lot size 
single family areas as well as medium to high density multiple housing 
sites. The south Chandler Road corridor area concentrates a student 
housing community with commercial services thereby limiting further 
development and reducing vehicle trips, the Marsh Road Interchange 
area provides for a mixture of land uses which include single family to 
multiple family housing types and commercial services for the 
community and the region. To promote connectivity and walkability 
between and within these neighborhoods, this Plan recomme nds the 
development and implementation of a Sidewalk and Pedestrian Pathway 
Master Plan. 
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6.  Build Center of Concentrated Mixed Uses  

Township Activity Center  
One definition of an appealing community with an emphasis on quality of 
life issues is the goal  of developing a convenient mix of land uses that 
meet the daily needs of peopleéhousing, schools, stores, services, and 
amenities. This document sets forth an agenda for action which 
emphasizes this concentrated mixture of land uses in the previously 
mentioned Township Activity Center (TAC) strategy. The TAC envisions a 
mixture of residential, commercial, office, governmental, educational, 
and infrastructure which focuses more intense development within a 
smaller geographic area, with good vehicular and pe destrian access and 
which begins to define a sense of place for the community.  
 

7.  Use Multiple Connections to Enhance Mobility and Circulation  

Sidewalk/Pedestrian Path Master Plan, State Road Extension, Chandler 
Road/I-69 Interchange 
One of the main princi ples of Smart Growth is the need to improve 
connectivity by planning for a future network of roads, sidewalks, 
pedestrian paths, parks, and open spaces. Three of the major 
connectivity recommendations of this plan are; the formulation and 
implementation of  a Sidewalk and Pedestrian Path Master Plan, the 
research into the feasibility of developing an improved east -west traffic 
connection by the potential extension of State Road from Chandler Road 
to the Webster Road/I -69 Interchange, and the continued planni ng and 
political emphasis on future development of the Chandler Road/I -69 
Interchange to improve north -south traffic movement on the western 
edge of the community.  
 

8.  Deliver Sustainable Transportation Choices  

Emphasize Mixed Land Uses and Shared Parking Concepts, Complete 
Streets, and Safe Routes To Schools  
One of the major challenges for suburban communities in Michigan is the 
ability to provide a wide range of transportation choices which provide 
reasonable connections and are sustainable. In addition to the 
connectivity recommendations as mentioned previously, this plan will 
recommend that the Township review the existing land use regulations 
to promote shared parking spaces within mixed land uses and the 
reduction of parking requirements wherever possible, emphasize the 
safe routes to school program, the introduction of the òcomplete 
streetsó concept which enables existing streets and roads to have the 
maximum vehicular and pedestrian use possible, and the c ontinued 
expansion of bus service into community developments where feasible.  
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9.  Preserving the Communityõs Character and Creating a Sense of Place  

Emphasize Rural Character Preservation and the Township Activity 
Center 
Attractive, appealing, and well planned communities improve the quality 
of life for visitors and residents as well as attract economic investment. 
The first principal objective of this planning document is to preserve the 
rural character of the community by recommending a future land use  
pattern which balances focal points for development along the I -69 
Corridor with preservation of the rural character in the northern part of 
the township. The second principal objective is to create a òsense of 
placeó by recommending the previously mentioned Township Activity 
Center which will be a focal point of more intense residential, non -
residential, and community facilities and services.  
 
10.  Make It Easy To Do The Right Thing  

Land Use Regulation Amendments to Promote a Mixture of Land Uses, 
Green Infrastructure, Walkability, Cluster Development Options, and 
Capital Improvement Programming 
A major barrier to the utilizati on of Smart Growth techniques are  local 
government land use regulations. Zoning ordinances, subdivision 
regulations, and other tra ditional regulations tend to create on the 
suburban fringe low density, auto dependent developments. This 
document recommends a review of those existing regulations for Bath 
Charter Township in order to promote a mixture of land uses, green 
infrastructure,  connectivity and walkability, cluster development 
options, and properly supported by a compatible capital improvements 
program.  
 
As displayed in the following document, Smart Growth Principles are the 
driving force behind the Goals, Policies, and Objecti ves which will help 
deliver Bath Charter Township into a quality place to live. * 
 

 
 
 
 
*Additionally, the following two pages present the Future Land Use Map and the 
Township Activity Center Future Land Use Map. 
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Section III  
Background and Perspective of Bath Charter Township  

 
Township Land Use Planning in Michigan  

 
Planning in Michigan is unique to many other states due to the fact that 

Michigan is a òhome-ruleó State. Home rule means that local government, 

including townships are given the power to form a governmental body and 

make decisions and laws at a local leve l. Bath Charter Township has its own 

governmental body and is represented by the Township Board.  

 

Governments are given planning power through the Standard State Enabling Act 

of 1926 and the Standard City Planning Enabling Act of 1928. Both pieces of 

legislation give state and local government the power to provide that the 

legislative body could divide the local government's territory into districts, 

propose zoning regulations, and procedures for establishing and amending the 

zoning regulations. The two do cuments also allowed for state and local 

government to develop master plans for the jurisdiction and gave the Planning 

Commission the power to approve master plans.  

 

The legal foundation for Comprehensive Planning in Michigan lies in the 

Township Planning Act, Act 168, 1959, the same law which enabled the 

appointment of Bath Charter Townshipõs Planning Commission in 1966. From 

the Michigan Compiled Laws, Sec 125.326: 

 òThe Planning Commission shall make and adopt a basic plan as a guide 

for development of unincorporated portions of the township.ó 

Concerning the making of òbasic plan; contentsó, Sec 125.327 (in part): 

ò(1) The basic plan shall include maps, plats, charts and descriptive, 

explanatory and other related matteré 

(2) The Basic plan shall include those of the following subjects which 

reasonably can be consideredé 

(a) A land use plan and program, in part consisting of a 

classification and allocation of landé 

(b) The general location, character and extent of streets, roads, 

highways, railroads, bridg es, waterways, and waterfront 

developments; flood prevention works, drainage, sanitary sewers, 

and water supply systemsé 

  (c)  Recommendations as to the general characteré 

  (d) Recommendations for implementing any of its proposals.ó 
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Concerning the òbasic plan; adoption procedureó, Sec 125.328 (also in part): 

òplanning commission by majority vote of its membership may adopt the 

basic plan as a whole by single resolutionéó 

 

Aside from the above, Act 168, Sec 125.325, indicates the Planning Commission 

shall be an advisory board to the Township Board:  

òincluding recommendations regarding actions by the township board 

related   to planning and development  (underscore added)é.ó 

 

Overall, Michigan and Federal law gives local municipal townships the ability 

and resource to establish comprehensive plans to ensure organized and sound 

development.  

 

 

Note: The State of Michigan has recently adopted Public Act 33 of 2008 
(Michigan Planning Enabling Act) which consolidates previous land use planning 
enabling legislation.  
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Summary of Previous Planning Documents 

 
This section describes recent land use planning activity within Bath Charter 
Township. A summary of these documents are included to get an overall history 
of the planning policy  associated with Bath Township. Many of these documents 
have assisted in formulating recommendations for the future studies, land use 
regulation decisions, new land use regulations, and comprehensive 
development plans. A brief review of major planning docu ments follows.  
ɻ 1970-1990 Comprehensive Plan:  

Bath Charter Townshipõs first comprehensive plan was adopted in April 1970 
and expressed the main interest of establishing a Zoning Ordinance separate 
from the Clinton County Zoning Ordinance that was felt to be no longer 
appropriate to the current conditions of the township.  

ɻ Bath Charter Township Zoning Ordinance of 1983:  

The Bath Charter Township Zoning Ordinance of 1983 became the first zoning 
ordinance in the township. The ordinance is continually review ed to ensure 
that th e ordinance remains current to reflect the changing demands of the 
Comprehensive Plan and meet existing needs. The Zoning Ordinance was 
amended in 1989. Since then minor amendments have bee suggested and 
implemented in the Zoning Ordina nce. 

ɻ Bath Charter Township Subdivision Control Ordinance (SCO), 1985:  

This document provides more specific regulations to the development of 
subdivisions in Bath Township and has been amended several times since its 
implementation in 1985.  

ɻ 1990-2010 Comprehensive Plan:  

The 1990-2010 Comprehensive Plan was the last official comprehensive plan 
until the current plan in hand. It was implemented in 1990. Currently a 
Comprehensive Plan is being developed and is anticipated to be adopted in 
2008.  
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History of Bath Charter Township  

 

Bath Township was first surveyed in 1826 by Harvey Parke. However, it was not 
until 1844 that Bath Township came to be Bath Township. Originally, Bath 
Township, together with Victor Township was known as Ossowa Township. Silas 
W. Rose Sr., the first Township Supervisor was instrumental in having the 
Township separated from Victor Township and the name changed to òBathó 
Township, after the town from which Silas Rose came in the State of New York.  

Bath Township remained relatively small and unincorporated until the 
establishment of the railroad in 1857 from the City of Lansing to Owosso 
dissecting Bath Village enroute. The original owner of the railroad was the 
Amboy Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad. The railroad proved to be an 
incredible catalyst to Bath Townshipõs economy. A grain elevator, stock yards, 
grist mill, hotels, restaurants, sawmills were all a part of Bath Townshipõs 
economy and employment base. However, the investors of the railroad did not 
see the line  as profitable. Over the course of a century, the railroad eventually 
passed hands to Penn Central Railroad, its final owner who abandoned the line 
in 1976. The economy of Bath Township was hurt by the railroadõs decline and 
abandonment; this is especially  true for Bath Village. Today however, Bath 
Township once again has a flourishing business climate, employing hundreds 
and having over 60 independent businesses within its border.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


